REGION 8 STEWARDS MEETING

Minutes of April 19, 2022 (Amended 5/11/22)
The meeting was done as a zoom/phone conference. The meeting was called to order at 6:0(0) by Region 8 Coordinator Danielle Bridger. A motion to accept the amended agenda was made by S. DeSilva2nd by M. Shannon-Roberts and carried. A motion to approve the 3/16/2022 minutes was made by K. Nadeau 2nd by K. Ferro and carried. 
Region 8 Coordinator Discussion- Retirees have been attending active member committee and stewards’ meetings.  Retirees cannot make or second motions and can’t vote at these meetings.  Future Stewards’ meetings will be open to stewards only. 
Telecommuting Updates-   Any office not having an approved agreement should have an LM meeting to meet and confer to get one in place.  Many agencies have established policies already.  Reach out to field reps because agencies are not publicizing they have agreements in place but are trying to be liberal with policies. Interesting fact 48% of employees are Tier 6 now.
Health and Safety- M. Shannon -Roberts is co-chair of the Art 18 committee.  They are asking how committees are functioning and if they are working.  Please send any H&S minutes from your meetings to Maddie.  She wants to hear of problems or if a committee is struggling or needs help.  They also want to take a hard look at EAP in the agencies.
Steering Committee – D. Bridger is bringing back a steering committee and it will be given the dates previously set for the events committee for upcoming meetings.   The next meeting date scheduled is 5/18 and Danielle will be contacting members with details.
EBoard Update- *The gubernatorial candidates were present and spoke to members.  *The board went over budget items and stated this was the best budget for labor in many years.  *The process for endorsement is the Regional Pac’s make recommendations by 5/17 to SW PAC by 5/25 who then report out to the EBoard at the June 8-9/2022 meeting. *Speak to your members an ask them how they feel and let the know we lobbied on their issues i.e.:  keeping facilities open, Tier 5-6 change etc.  Leaders need to educate members   
Treasurers Report- K. Nadeau – A report was handed out and brought on screen for all to see and discuss.  A detailed trial balance was also given. If members have questions, they can contact Danielle for a copy. A motion to accept the report was made by J. Santos, seconded by K. Ferro and carried.
Secretary’s Report- K. Danish- members continue to contact her to discuss retirement from state service.  There are over 46 applications in file, and it grows every day.  Please urge members to call if they have questions before retiring and to join PEF retirees to continue to enjoy member benefits. 
Committee Reports- 
a.  PAC – D. Bridger- They are planning a Legislative breakfast for May 4 in the Albany room at the          concourse. M. Robinson is reaching out to M. Hinchey, N. Breslin, A, Santabarbara, D, McCormack etc. to get the on board. Looking to start up PAC pals and will be meeting with Steck, McDonald and Santabarbara.
b. Civil Service- B. Giddings has resigned and C. Dell Angelo has agreed to step in- They will be setting up a meeting soon and they will be talking about exam fee reimbursement.
c) IT- There was a meeting on 3/22 and all members present were from OITS.  There was discussion on telecommuting and members wanting 100% if possible.  Return to offices was discussed. 50% of the offices are now empty and others are frustrated.  IT resources are available to all members not just IT.  Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be a big player in the workforce.  Some phone units are already using it and it is hard to tell you are not talking to a real person. UDEMY training was again discussed President Spence was present and stated a meeting with D. Greenberg should be scheduled to discuss UDEMY with other agencies and Articel15 monies that might be available to use.
d. Women’s – they are currently working on an event in June so watch for details on how to participate.
e. Subcommittees- Emergent Leaders- Sharon DeSilva is still trying to constitute this committee and if interested contact Sharon at Sharon.Desilva@pef.org and cc Danielle at Danielle.Bridger@pef.org.
MISC MATTERS: OPEN DISCUSSION- The Colonie Summer School Program was stopped.  Supervisor Peter Crummey dropped it from tis year’s budget. Many people depended on this for 6 weeks from
9:00 – 2:30 pm for parents needing time for errands, appointments etc.  She is asking members to send letters of complaint to Peter Crummey to bring it back and to email P. Tonko, P. Steck, and J. McDonald of this.
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.    Motion by S. DeSilva, seconded by K. Ferro. and carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
MAY 1(0), 2022 

Respectfully, 
Karen Danish
Region 8 Secretary
