REGION 8 STEWARDS MEETING

Minutes of May 10, 2022
The meeting was done as hybrid in person/zoom meeting. The meeting was called to order at 6:07 by Region 8 Coordinator Danielle Bridger. A motion to accept the agenda was made by S. DeSilva 2nd by M. Dobbin and carried. A motion to approve the 4/19/2022 minutes with one correction- meeting date was listed as 5/17 and changed to 5/10 was made by J. Santos 2nd by M. Dobbin and carried. 
Region 8 Coordinator Discussion- Region 8 just completed a weeklong blitz held from 4/24-4/29. They completed 39 worksites, 1180-unit members attended meetings, 840 door knocks 266 one on one at the door.  733 signed Fund Our Future petitions. 18 staffers from other unions met with 18 PEF activists led by Dan Carpenter and worked on this blitz. It was a huge undertaking, but many members were grateful.  Danielle thanked everyone who participated.
Leadership Conference Update- It will be March 2023 before we can schedule a conference.  Most places were already booked, and we still have a deposit at the Gideon Putnam we want to take advantage of.

Treasurers Report- K. Nadeau – A report was handed out and brought on screen for all to see and discuss.  Meals include Stewards, PAC, IT, CS when done in house and it might be higher than listed since the cost of everything has gone up and we are going to more in person meetings now with a food expense. J. Desso had questions on the EOL amounts but will talk to Danielle separately about them. Danielle said she will also send the budget out electronically to all on the call. A motion to accept the report was made by M. Dobbin, 2nd by J. Santos, and carried.
Secretary’s Report- K. Danish- members continue to contact her to discuss retirement from state service.  There are over 68 applications in file, and it grows every day.  Please urge members to call if they have questions before retiring and to join PEF retirees to continue to enjoy member benefits. Also, please RSVP to Danielle regarding the stewards meeting and if you are planning on attending in person so food can be ordered or if it will be via ZOOM.
Committee Reports- 
a.  PAC – D. Bridger- On 5/17 a quorum of credentialed reps will be needed.  A. Santabarbara will be doing a presentation at the meeting and asking for an endorsement.  They will also be voting on a gubnatorial endorsement for recommendation to the SWPAC.  Members can vote to endorse or a no endorsement.  She encourages participation by credentialed reps. C. Dell Angelo would like to poll her 1700 member on this endorsement.  Danielle also explained how the procedure works for  members.
b. Civil Service- C. Dell Angelo- they will be discussing three issues- 1) refunding exam fees- members who paid fees and exam were postponed who may not want to take them any longer or have retired will be discussed on a reimbursement of those fees to  members 2) DCS study- grade level tasks for psychiatric, speech therapy, have doctorates an masters degrees and are at a grade18 level other titles are 21 and 23 comparison studies for a reclassification are not yet out. 3) job titles that sometimes cross over to another title i.e., med specialist/health program admin duties are different, but some duties will overlap.  They were grieved at OER level, but tasks are the same in each title so not O/O/T.  Members in these titles want more attention paid to this, and something investigated regarding this issue.  They are thinking of a HUSTLE call to get problems /questions from members.
c) IT- There was a meeting on 4/21 and general discussion on (1) how to expand the committee (2) The telecommuting agreement for DIV 357 was discussed (3) AI (artificial intelligence) was brought up.  There was a presentation a while back with CS and IT on this issue.  PEF is working on a grant with AFT on this issue. 4) UDEMY training was again discussed, and they are trying to get a proposal together for a 2–3-week trial to get feedback from members who can take and evaluate the courses offered.  Cost is a factor in this program
d. Women’s – There will be an event on June 18 at Membership Benefits Office on Airline Drive from 9-12 pm.  It will be open to about 40 people she urges support and there is no fee for this event.
e. Subcommittees- Emergent Leaders- Sharon DeSilva is still trying to constitute this committee and if interested contact Sharon at Sharon.Desilva@pef.org and cc Danielle at Danielle.Bridger@pef.org.
MISC MATTERS: OPEN DISCUSSION- S. DeSilva discussed a PEF Constitutional Amendment to Article XII Recall -she will be bringing up and is looking for support.  She wants to remove language (popular demand) and change for cause.  She feels members who are being removed should have the right to a notification of the reason for that removal. Danielle has  he amendment and can sent it to anyone who would like a copy to review.
CDTA buses- as members leave work at 3:00 pm and the shuttles to the loss do not start until 3:45 PM. Members who have childcare, elder care, appointments etc. have trouble getting home in time.  What is the issue?  Is it no drivers? Scheduling?  There should be shuttles every 20 minutes especially during peak times to accommodate members needs. PEF is trying to get answers.
A motion to adjourn at 7:55 PM was made by S. DeSilva, 2nd by M. Dobbin and carried.
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
June 21, 2022 

Respectfully, 
Karen Danish
Region 8 Secretary
